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~ KITCHEN AND BATH SPECIAL
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~  Cool, Bright, Right

Luxe Penthouse in the Montgomery
Taking a Bath with Nate Berkus
Modern Redux on the Gold Coast
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY NATHAN|KIRKMAN
STYLING BY EARRI LEINER
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ECIFE FOR A SOPHISTICATED BACHELOR PAD: Start with a sprawling peathouse space
in the 28-story Montgomery, in River Morth, Mix muscular materials=limestone, chiseled
quartz, dark wood —with streambined modern furmitune, Add sweeping city views and a pro-
fressinnal=caliber wine cellar,

The final ingredint? Tnest.

“It was a challenging project,” says the homeowner, Tom Steffanci, chief opermting officer for a
coypany that imports and exports Toory wines, *1 really like a modern siyle with dean lines, open
spice, and & sence of tranguility, 1 also wanted my eve drwn to the view without the distrac-
tion of walls or oo nvuch fumiture” But while he had a general klea of what he wanted, itwas
difficult to visuslize how it woukd all comie together, Stefnns entrasted his vision todesigner
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Jeseph Baceo of J8 Interiors Group, whiose goal was o crente a
home that leoked modern but not sterile. “Modermism and mini-

risalisms aren't the same thing,” he says *You shouldn't walk into
somenne’s o and feel like your have to pot on mibber glmees
and a lab coat”

Thee: o, open space=ywith L¥=foot cedlings and an entipewall of
flap-to-peiling windows—lent self 1o grand plans. But siarting
with n blank slate required a leap of faith for Steffanc. “The chal-
lenge was ti get him 1o understand the sabe aml perspectine we
were working with, sayvs Saceo. “Some of the fumiture koked hage

“Thisng witd e wiy 1o make Bhis oo
easdim o him Says designer Saccs
of i il & raasiee wiall od chis
aled quANT=complate with “preen
freplace —separsled the bving area
P thas masier Baedredmn. The bold

Palluices light Sxtune sdds drams ko
thi dinimg area.

i1 e store, but you have to compete with the view”

T ke the open feel, Saceo designed room dividers that allow
amyone standing in tee contral lang and dining area to see through
to the metia rmom on one sice and the master bedrmom on the
ather, {Pocket doors of transleeent glass can be polled out 1o make
the bedroom private when necessary, ) “It feels like the entine howse
1w open and socessible,” says Stelfanci. “People are invited 1o wander
arcaend, mned T like that”

A massive nine-by-five-foot kitchen Bland, wopped with Fietra
Cnrdosa soapstone, bridges the gap between the kitchen amd the
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Tha homaowrsir, & wirs
EafnaH e, bijiyE TRis
profetiscnal-calibar wirss
ERllar just off the kilchen
Guisile can gather ingids
1o Arrubl] Tashing partses,
ar phame a Batile in the

apvinn kel (oppodite)

diming mrese To make the kitchen Wit aestheticaty with the langer
spuae, Secvo chose custom calaipets made of dark wenge wood from
the Italian company Arclinen. Smooth steed handles lie Flush with
the surface, ghiang the cabinets a disan, polished look, Tao ovens and
a microvivve are hidden under the iland, with an integrated refng
erabor and froezer drawers camsouflaged behind the cabinetry. Open
michs= were ndded to mnke the tall bank of cbinets resemble dis
|1.|.-|l\. alyelves in a liv i:l;gl poa oF affice, “Its more abowt look i:'||;_ at the
arf than seeng: npplances, sgx Sanomn.

In the dining area, another bank of Arcdinea cabinets serves as
borth bt ancd bar, comiplete with imtegmied fridge and e doaw
era—no need to walk over o the kitchen to freshen up drinks. The
et of the dining table is echoed in sebtly striped faboc on
e chairs, which were slipeovered for easy deaning (a practical
consileration im a bomee where red wimse s often seroed . Cherhiend,
S chiose a strking light fiswane, by Pallueooe, that reeninded him
of hirds flying cutsice the windoas.

HE LIVING ROCUIAM ARE S was l_Il_'l-\.;J_':II_'II [or copverss-

tin. “Youn can =31 here and stilll be o part of whl's going:

an i the kitchen” says Sacco. One side was beft free of

furniture to make the space fiss welsoming o amonie

entering the apariment. A dramatic wall of chizseled
quartz surmounds o *green” iireplace that bums ethanol and doesn't
give ofl any Munes. “Anyone ebe would T st here” savs Saco,
perimting tor the spot aborve the fireplace. T wanbed to make the wall
the art.”

In the moster bedroom, Sacco chose o low-shimg boed, by the
Italian commpany Moleni & C, that eephasizes the height of the
rocie A Hat=screen tebevision is mounted on the wall opposite the
|-.|_||_|_ iy |I..'|l|' i |_'..1|'|'[ 1||_' L E k] fronm 1h|_' s rll'ﬂ'll_' E |::|:| it L sRoon :|1:|_|
Steflanci didnt want sectromics to bea foomd poimt of the space). For
storage, Sacoo designed a “dressing triangle™ a reach-in closet, a
witlk-in clesa=t, andd an slancd swith shilves wnd drvwers, 2l wathina
few feet of each other. The lights. in the walk-in closet are on dim-
miers, “ao itk still sesys s Sacon

The master batluroom continwes thenes foumd dsewhere in the
hevmee. Hlere, Arclinen cabinets like thaose used in the kitchen were
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Bkt o i stainless steel frame, “The sink functions as a piece of fur-
miture, says Ssecn, Rectangular and square chrome handbes were

chasen for thedr erisp, modern look

The medin room—aon the opposite side of the apartment from
the master bedmom—has all the .'q_:ll.m'q:_- amvemitics, incleding a
Sikinch flat=sereen TV, built-in surmoond souncl, and a kbng sofa
meant for sprawlimg. But while media rooms are often so soand-
procfe] and lightpeooled that they e cut off from the rest of the
Tz, Sacon kept the space connected by not extending the room
alivicher all the way to thee swall. =1t feels like a private moom, but there
ane no doors, so vou can ciroulate” e says,

The apariment’s read conversation pécee is the wine cellar, a




poim off the kitchen with space for 2,000 botthes, Although the
lighting is clim to profect the wines, large glass doors keep the space
from feeling ke & cellar *You can have intemaction with the kitchen,
savs Baeca, “but it fiuces awny from the windeows o block the light”
A buili-in sound svstem Bvens up wine-tasting parties

Althoogh his apartment is stylish ernnagh to tom hesuls, Steflanc
sapys what Tve: likies best about his home is that he feels pelacoed there,
It & not w masenm, he sy T s comibortahle and essy to live in. |
think the simplicity, the cdean lines, and the unohsimscted views
b a caldmimgg efhect. 10 wasn't designe] with amyone else ot nee
mind, | guess it's a unigue space, bul 1 o il” |

Firr resowroe dnformariion, see paege TT2

Ini ther master bednocen, o bow
to-the-tioor platfiorm bed
emphasizes the room’s hgh
ceiling The hanging bedside
kght fichare {detad belrs) was
chsen for its resemblanoe to
b Lt —a nodl bo thae homee
ovener's love of entertaining.
A knobbey fir-wood vase adds
irteresst o an arrangement of
personal ibems (opposite). The
masier bathroom (bottom ) has
e bramgul feel of & spa.



